
Dear Friend,

What if you were given a chance to contribute directly to vulnerable students and 
could add to their success in education? Studies show that connecting to even 
one caring adult in life changes the trajectory of such a student’s success, health, 
and relationships well into the future. If Given A Chance (IGAC) Foundation 
is dedicated to providing four years of financial support for higher education, 
mentoring, and caring.

This is the story of one student: “She would be lucky to graduate high school if 
there is continued contact with her father,” the psychiatrist addressed the court. 
Gianna Peralta, an IGAC recipient in 2009, recalls these words echoing in her 
mind and became determined to prove them wrong. As a child, Gianna and her 
mother endured physical and emotional abuse from her father.

Gianna graduated New Tech High School as valedictorian and attended the 
University of California, Berkeley. As the first in her family to attend college, 
Gianna is grateful for the mentoring and support that IGAC provided as she 
struggled transitioning from a small high school to a large university. Frequent 
phone calls with our IGAC Student Services Manager were key in navigating her 
path to success and discovering her inner compass.

As an undergraduate she discovered the field of public health. She earned her 
Master’s Degree in Public Health in Epidemiology and Biostatics in 2015. 
Accepted to a prestigious fellowship with the Centers for Disease Control in 
Applied Epidemiology, she spent two years in Atlanta, Georgia, working with 
leaders in medicine and public health on a variety of projects and research.

In 2017, Gianna was hired in her hometown of Napa at Queen of the Valley 
Medical Center working in Infection Control. She conducts surveillance of 
hospital-acquired infections ensuring the safety of all patients, visitors, and staff. 
She is driven by her compassion to help others, and the deeply rooted belief that 
we are not defined by our past adverse experiences, but rather are stronger for 
having overcome them. 

What makes the IGAC program so compelling? It resonates in the success of our 
rising stars as we support them while they strive to achieve their highest potential.

With your support we find courageous and vulnerable students who are 
committed to build a better life than they have known before. Since our founding 
we have provided more than 350 students in Napa County financial, emotional, 
and moral support to help them achieve success through college or training.

Go to our website to find out more and donate: www.ifgivenachance.org/donate
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To Rise Above

If Given A Chance identifi es 
high school students who 

have overcome extraordinary 
challenges and provides 
fi nancial support and 

mentoring so that they achieve 
success in post high school 

education and in their lives.

Gianna Peralta
IGAC recipient 2009


